Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #5
                      *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Baby Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh, (Sophia having surgery Jan. 26); *Carl Miller, Gary & Carol Miller & family of June Miller;  Dennis Croutharmel; Arletta Thomas, (Hosp.); Rahn Cooper and family; Ken Bechtel; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder;  Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer;  Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Ellen Snyder; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Phil Guertin; Dana Welcomer; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf;  Sue Miller
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                                  JANUARY 30, 2022
      Fourth Sunday After Epiphany
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                              Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
January 30, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fourth Sunday After Epiphany
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Bob Endy                  
L:   People of God, come hear the good news.
P:  But we hear the voice of God calling us to places we are afraid to go.
L:  People of God, take courage in the loving, sustaining presence of God.
P:  We are here to find strength and courage, to find faith and hope, to lean on the everlasting, loving arms of God.
 
Invocation                                                  Bob Endy
O God, in the midst of the  cacophony  of  voices that crush  our
Spirit and deny our calling, voices that say, “Who do you think you are?” we come to hear your voice of affirmation; we come to hear your voice calling us to be and do what you have called us to be and do. Let this time of worship quiet our fears, soothe our bruised souls, and energize us for ministry in and with your beloved world. Let faith abide. Let hope abide. Let love abide here in this sanctuary, here in our community, here in our world, but most of all, here in us. Amen.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Test.:  Jeremiah 1:4-10                    (See Insert) Carol Knight
Psalm: Psalm 71:1-6  (Responsively)   (See Insert)  Pastor

Gospel: Luke 4:21-30                           (See Insert) Ed Dobbin                            
Hymn -   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”         Page 92
*N. Test.: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13         (See Insert) Pastor  

Sermon:         “Body Building: The Greatest is Love”  

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -  “They’ll Know We are Christians by our Love”  Page 284
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today January 30, 2022  the Fourth Sunday After Epiphany! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website. If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc@verizon.net 
SYMPATHY: We extend our Christians sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Gary and Carol Miller and family of Carl Miller (Gary’s brother) as Carl’s wife June went to be with the Lord last week.  We pray God surrounds them with his loving presence and arms of comfort and peace.
                                     CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Jan.  30 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Feb.  6 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)
Feb. 8 - 5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Take Out - All meals must be reserved by Thursday February 3rd 
Feb. 13 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday February 8, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Chicken & Waffles, salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), fruit salad, dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Feb. 3rd. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
LAY READERS:  Jan. 30 - Carol Knight, Ed Dobbin; Feb. 6 - Laurel Guertin, Leon Shaffer; Feb. 13 - Gerry Wiest, Doris Hand.
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:; Jan. 30 - Ed Dobbin; Feb. 6 - Marie Herb; Feb. 13 - Sharon Fetterhoff.
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 
2022 WEEKLY ENVELOPES and 2021 YEAR END REPORTS are on the table in the narthex. If you wish to have a copy, please call the church office 717-896-3118.
2021 STATEMENTS are being mailed to everyone who was not at church on January 23rd.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
1st SCRIPTURE READING - O. Test. - Jeremiah 1:4--10 (NLT)
4 The Lord gave me this message:   5 “I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb. Before you were born I set you apart
and appointed you as my prophet to the nations.” 6 “O Sovereign

Lord,” I said, “I can’t speak for you! I’m too young!” 7 The LORD

replied, “Don’t say, ‘I’m too young,’ for you must go wherever I send you and say whatever I tell you. 8 And don’t be afraid of the people, for I will be with you and will protect you. I, the Lord, have spoken!” 9 Then the Lord reached out and touched my mouth and said, “Look, I have put my words in your mouth! 10 Today I appoint you to stand up against nations and kingdoms. Some you must uproot and tear down, destroy and overthrow. Others you must build up and plant.”
2nd Reading - Psalm 71:1-6 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 O Lord, I have come to you for protection;
    don’t let me be disgraced.
2 Save me and rescue me, for you do what is right.
   Turn your ear to listen to me, and set me free.
3 Be my rock of safety where I can always hide.
Give the order to save me, 
   for you are my rock and my fortress.
4 My God, rescue me from the power of the wicked,
    from the clutches of cruel oppressors.
5 O Lord, you alone are my hope.
    I’ve trusted you, O Lord, from childhood.
6 Yes, you have been with me from birth; 
from my mother’s womb you have cared for me. 
   No wonder I am always praising you!
3rd Reading - Gospel - Luke 4:21-30 (NLT)
21 Then he began to speak to them. “The Scripture you’ve just heard has been fulfilled this very day!” 22 Everyone spoke well of him and was amazed by the gracious words that came from his lips. “How can this be?” they asked. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” 23 Then he said, “You will undoubtedly quote me this proverb: ‘Physician, heal yourself’—meaning, ‘Do miracles here in your hometown like those you did in Capernaum.’ 24 But I tell you the truth, no prophet is accepted in his own hometown. 25 “Certainly there were many needy widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when 
3rd Reading - Gospel - Luke 4:21-30 (NLT)   (Continued)
the heavens were closed for three and a half years, and a severe famine devastated the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them. He was sent instead to a foreigner—a widow of Zarephath in the land of Sidon. 27 And many in Israel had leprosy in the time of the prophet Elisha, but the only one healed was Naaman, a Syrian.” 28 When they heard this, the people in the synagogue were furious. 29 Jumping up, they mobbed him and forced him to the edge of the hill on which the town was built. They intended to push him over the cliff, 30 but he passed right through the crowd and went on his way.
*4th Reading - N. Test. - 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (NLT)
13 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing. 4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.
8 Prophecy and speaking in unknown languages and special knowledge will become useless. But love will last forever! 9 Now our knowledge is partial and incomplete, and even the gift of prophecy reveals only part of the whole picture! 10 But when the time of perfection comes, these partial things will become useless. 11 When I was a child, I spoke and thought and reasoned as a child. But when I grew up, I put away childish things. 12 Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect clarity. All that I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know everything completely, just as God now knows me completely. 13 Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.
Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  (Page 92 Red Hymnal)
Charles Wesley | John Zundel     BEECHER

CCLI Song # 4256089    CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   Love divine all loves excelling
Joy of heaven to earth come down
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling
All Thy faithful mercies crown
Jesus Thou art all compassion
Pure unbounded love Thou art
Visit us with Thy salvation
Enter every trembling heart
Verse 2   Breathe O breathe Thy loving Spirit
Into every troubled breast
Let us all in Thee inherit
Let us find that promised rest
Take away our bent love to sinning
Alpha and Omega be
End of faith as its beginning
Set our hearts at liberty
Verse 3   Come Almighty to deliver
Let us all Thy grace receive
Suddenly return and never
Never more Thy temples leave
Thee we would be always blessing
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing
Glory in Thy perfect love
Verse 4

Finish then Thy new creation
Pure and spotless let us be
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee
Changed from glory into glory
Till in heaven we take our place
Till we cast our crowns before Thee
Lost in wonder love and praise
Link to hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (Pg. 92)

History of hymn: “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”:   (Pg. 284)
Peter Scholtes, a Catholic priest serving at St. Brendan’s parish on the South Side of Chicago in 1966, penned “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” when he couldn’t find a suitable song to accompany a series of ecumenical and interracial events for which the youth choir he led was to sing. Like many songs coming out of the popular folk music of the 1960s, “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” connected to the societal upheaval of the decade. The song accents the connection between the church’s song and its role in the life of the world and becomes the vehicle for connecting worship to a specific moment of discipleship. This charge also becomes a commitment to the believer’s responsibility and participation in God’s kingdom work. Scholtes later left the priesthood, married, and had an active life in the public sector, where he was an author and international consultant with a focus on helping “businesses engage employees’ talents more fully, humanely, and effectively.”
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM.  

GIRL SCOUTS Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM.

Attendance: 
In-person worship for Jan. 23 was 31.
Face book views for Jan. 23 was 76.
Face book views for Jan. 16 was 85​.

MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

Hymn: “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”
Peter Scholtes                               (Page 284 Red Hymnal) 
CCLI Song # 26997 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   We are one in the Spirit
We are one in the Lord
We are one in the Spirit
We are one in the Lord
And we pray that all unity
May one day be restored
Chorus     And they’ll know we are Christians
By our love by our love
Yes they’ll know we are Christians
By our love
Verse 2   We will walk with each other
We will walk hand in hand
We will walk with each other
We will walk hand in hand
And together we’ll spread the news
That God is in our land         Chorus
Verse 3    We will work with each other
We will work side by side
We will work with each other
We will work side by side
And we’ll guard each man’s dignity
And save each man’s pride    Chorus
Verse 4    All praise to the Father
From whom all things come
And all praise to Christ Jesus
His only Son
And all praise to the Spirit
Who makes us one                Chorus
Link to hymn:  
“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”  (Pg 315)
 History of Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” is a Christian hymn by Charles Wesley (1707-1788) with a theme of Christian perfection. Wesley came from a musical family (youngest of 18 children), a prolific hymn write of the 18 century, he left a lasting legacy of congregational song. Little did he know that “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” would rise to become one of the most popular and consistently vocalized Christian songs. Writing hymn texts that are solidly based on the Scriptures gives them an appeal across denominational lines. He penned more than 9000 poems of a spiritual nature, 6ooo of which are hymns. His writings were passionate and well-crafted, conveying the true essence of Christian teaching. The tunes BEECHER or HYFRYDOL typically accompany the text in most hymnals. The hymn is written around a progression of thoughts: (1) our prayers for the Holy Spirit, (2) praying for the return of our Lord through the second coming, and (3) prayers for the finalization of his new creation. “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” is used for weddings. This hymn reorients us to see that a beautiful wedding and marriage is only, and can only ever be, a reflection of the Love above all loves. We are only able to love one another because Christ first loved us. God is love, and we are mirrors and bearers of that love to each other. While the hymn is one of Wesley’s best known, it is also considered a prayer. In the prayer of the hymn we are asking Jesus to enter our hearts, set our hearts free from sin, and make us a new creation in Him. Let us pray that we would continually be filled with Love, that we might bless each other, and become more and more like He who loves us.
        SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
   If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

********************************************************
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In 1 Corinthians 13 Paul writes about love. He tells us what
love does and does not do. Let’s find out about love!

Use the alphabet code to fill in the blanks.
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #5
  January 30, 2022          “Body Building: The Greatest is Love”

   
      
                   4th  Sunday After Epiphany
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: People of God, come hear the good news.
P: But we hear the voice of God calling us to places we are afraid to go.
L: People of God, take courage in the loving, sustaining presence of God.
P: We are here to find strength and courage, to find faith and hope, to lean on
     the everlasting, loving arms of God.
Invocation:

O God, in the midst of the cacophony of voices that crush our spirit and
deny our calling, voices that say, “Who do you think you are?” we come to
hear your voice of affirmation; we come to hear your voice calling us to be and do what you have called us to be and do.
Let this time of worship quiet our fears, soothe our bruised souls, and energize us for ministry in and with your beloved world. Let faith abide. Let hope abide. Let love abide here in this sanctuary, here in our community, here in our world, but most of all, here in us. Amen.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Jeremiah 1:4-10
Responsive: Psalm 71:1-6
Gospel: Luke 4:21-30
*New Testament: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Meditation:

“Body Building: The Greatest is Love”

There were a group of salesmen away on business in Chicago. They each contacted their families when they were done, promising to be home as soon as their flight got in. They were running a bit late and so were rushing through the airport so they wouldn’t miss their flight. In their rush they bumped into an apple cart which sent the fruit all over the terminal. No one noticed or stopped to help pick up the fruit. No one except for one of the salesmen. He stopped and noticed a distraught young woman who’s stand they had bumped. He called to his friends to explain to his wife why he would be on a later flight than he had promised. He then started picking up the apples even as others were rushing by them, caught up in their own little worlds. He noticed that some of the apples were damaged and bruised. He brought them to the woman and noticed that she was crying, and that she was blind. Once the stand was reorganized he offered to pay for the damaged apples. She initially declined, but at his insistence, took the money. He began walking away after checking to see if she was alright, and as he did, she called to him through sniffles, “Mister… are you Jesus?”

We often get caught up in the popular notion that love is an emotion. We sometimes miss God’s view of love that his kind of love is a decision to act for someone else’s benefit. I’d like to explore what I call the three ‘N’s’ of love: Love’s necessity, nature, and love being never ending.

In our crazy, self-indulged, individualistic culture the necessity of God’s love expressed through followers of Jesus is needed more than ever. Theologian and author, Gordon Fee, says this; “Love is a primary for him (Paul) because it has already been given expression in the coming of Jesus Christ to die for the sins of the world. Love is not an idea for Paul, not even a ‘motivating factor’ for behavior. It is behavior. To love is to act; anything short of action is not love at all.” And what is at the heart of the passage from 1 Corinthians 13 is that it is possible to do all the right ‘religious’ sorts of things for all the wrong reasons. Fee goes on to say that, “it is not a matter of these things or love, or even these things motivated by love, but these things by a person whose whole life is otherwise also given to love. If not, that person’s life before God adds up to zero.” It forces us to ask the question “am I making my decisions for the well-being of others because of my choice to love?” 


In our culture we use the word ‘love’ to talk about many things. We might love a particular sport or sports team. We might love a particular food. We might love when things go our way; the weather, the time of year, and so on. In this sense, love is being used primarily as an emotion describing our affectionate feelings towards something, or someone. The nature of biblical love, and in particular, God’s love towards us, and the love he calls us to have for one another, is based on a decision to be committed to the welfare and well-being of another regardless of our affection towards them. That decision leads to action, and it’s that action that Paul describes in his first letter to the church in Corinth. 


Love, in this sense of the word, is not something to possess, but something to base on a decision to act lovingly towards someone. Not in the romantic sense of that word, but acting in the way that God in Jesus acts towards us. Another way to better understand the nature of God’s kind of love is to ask, what does love look like? The simplest response is that love looks like Jesus. I invite you to reread 1 Corinthians 13 and replace the name, Jesus, with the word love. It’s helped me have a richer understanding of God’s love and appreciate Jesus that much more. 


Our world is ever-changing. Nothing is permanent, at least from a human perspective. Paul reminds us, though, God’s type of love is never ending because God is never ending, and God is love. Some Christian traditions believe that certain spiritual gifts like speaking in tongues, healings, and so forth are signs of the presence of the Holy Spirit. Here’s the thing: prophecy will end. Tongues will end. Signs will end. But love will not. The presence of spiritual gifts are needed for this present age because we live between the now, and not yet. God’s Kingdom has come, at least in part, but not in the fullness God has promised. That is yet to come. Through it all, though, is God’s love. No matter what happens. No matter where we find ourselves in the course of human history, God’s love remains. Faith is important. Hope is important. But the greatest and most important is love. 


There was a popular song years ago that said, “what the world needs now/is love, sweet love…” That is truer now more than ever. I invite you to prayerfully consider this question: how are you doing at acting lovingly towards others? May God grant us all the grace to grow in his love more and more each day. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

"If I speak in the languages of humankind or the angelic host, but do not have love I am just like a noisy clanging cymbal. If I have wonderful powers to see all the great possibilities in serving the Lord, and the wondrous journey which God has placed before us, but don't have love in my heart and in my actions, I am just making empty noises." Lord, too often we are like loud clanging cymbals or empty promises. We say we want to do things, but we back away because we think things will be too tough for us. We don't believe that you will be with us, guiding, healing, and strengthening us for service. So rather than doing your work, we just go through the motions. You are LOVE. In you resides all hope, peace, and justice. Your love has been poured out on us and all creation from before the beginning of time. Teach us again the great message of hope. Remind us that love is also risk. We risk censure and alienation from people who don't understand. Let us know that you are with us, through this time. Give us courage to be your faithful witnesses, by the kinds of loving service and care we give to others.
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 
There are three things that will endure-- faith, hope, and love-- and the greatest of these is love. Go, therefore, in the love of God the Father, in faith in Jesus Christ his son, and in the hope granted by the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
